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PKINCIPLES AND OBJECTS 

EEfOEMATIOJ, 



Bdhany, Ya., September, 1852. 

My Dear F. :■ — -I proceed, according to promise, 
to lay before you the general principles and objects 
of tte Eeformation which has been, for some time, 
urged upon the religious communities, both of this 
country and the BritiBh Isles. And this I do with 
the more pleasure, as I know you have not given 
heed to those misrepresentations hy which its ene- 
mies have endeavoied to impede its progress, and 
that you are, yourself, sensible of the many evils in- 
duced by that aeotari&m from which it is the great 
purpose of the present Reformation to relieve society. 

Let me ob'tene then m the first place, that this 
religious movement 11 wholly based upon the two 
great fundamental pnnciples of Protestantism, viz. : 

1. The Bible is the only Book of God. 

2. Private judgment is the right and duty of man. 
All Protestants assert the truths of these proposi- 

tionsj and cling to them as lie dieory of the ori- 
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ginal Keformers, who protested against the aulliority 
claimed by priests and popes to dictate articles of 
belief. But it ia unhappily true, that the party dis- 
sensiona of Protestants have insensibly led them to 
depart, in practice, from both these cardinal princi- 
ples. In direct opposition to a moat obvious deduc- 
tion from thejirst, they have exalted hnman systems 
of theology to an authority equal, if not paramoimt, 
to that of the Bible. At the sarao time, in violation 
of the second of these principles, they deny to the 
people the privilege of interpreting the Bible other- 
wise than in accordance with these systems. A hu- 
man standard of orthodoxy is thus, in fact, substituted 
for the Bible ; and, by a natural and inevitable con- 
sequence, the Bible has become a sealed book to the 
masses, who do not, because they dare not, under- 
stand it for themselves. 

Such being, in few words, the actual state of the 
religious community, the present Refonnatjoa pro- 
poses an immediate return to the broad and original 
platfonn of Christianity, as well aa of true Protest- 
antism ; and urges, accordingly, the claims of the 
Bible alone, as the source of Divine truth for all 
mankind; and pleada for the exercise of man's 
inalienable right to read and interpret the Sacred 
Volume. It seeks to establish a wniV^ of faith, 
instead of that diversity of opinion which has dis- 
tracted rebgious society ; and to restore the gospel 
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and its institutions, in all tSieir original BimpUcity, to 
the world. In brief, its great purpose h to estahlisk 
Christian union ujicm the basis of a simple 

EVANGELICAL ChEISTIANITT. 

Having thus given you a general statement of tte 
purpose of this religious movement — a purpose which 
cannot fail to be approved by the truly pious of all 
parties — I now proceed to lay before you the import- 
ant distinctions and truths which have been developed 
during its progress. And in this place I would re- 
mark, that, as the eharacter of prevailing errors 
always determines, in advance, the issues which are 
to be made by the advocates of truth, so, certain 
fundamental points of great importance have been 
thue forced upon the attention of the friends of the 
Reformation, as matters requinng, in the very first 
instance, to be elucidated and determined. Among 
these I would mention — 1st. The distinction between 
FAITH and OPINION. 2d. The distinction between 
what may be emphatically termed the Cheistian 
FAITH and doctrinal knowledge. 3J. The true 
BASIS OP Cheistian union. Amongst the im- 
portant subjects which have been brought into view 
during the progress of the Eeformation, I would 
invite your attention, in continuation, to the following : 
— ith. The distinction between the Patriarchal, the 
Jewish, and the Christian dispensations. 5th. The 
commencement of the Christian church. 6th. The 
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action and the design of baptism. 7th. The agency 
of the Holy Spirit in conversion and sanctification. 
8th. Weekly comnninion ; and 9th. Church goveru- 
ment. Upon each of the above topics, I desire now 
to gire you, as hriefly as possible, the views of the 
Befonricrs. 

I. Distinction eetivden F th AhD Op on 

This distinction is of the w n unpo n and 
lies at the very threshold of g f ma on 

and Christian union. Withou a p p n ti a 

of the difference between faith an op n on s 
impossible to make any progre s n a u kn nl dge 
of Divine things, or to obtain any clew by which the 
mind can be extricated from the perplexed laby- 
rinth of sectarism. Notwithstanding, however, 
that it is so important to distinguish between these 
things which are so radically different from each 
other, they are everywhere confoundpd; the fallible 
deductions of human reason are continually mis- 
taken for the unerring dictates of inspiration, and 
human authority is blended with that which is Di- 
■vinc. Human opinions, indeed, are the plastic 
cement in which partyism has imbedded the more 
solid yet disconnected scriptural materials of its par- 
tition walls. Or, to employ another figure, a theory, 
consisting of any number of favorite opinions, 
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Bmootlily intertwined, forms the thread upon which 
various Scripture doctrines and tests are strung and 
curiously interwoven, so as to assume a form and 
meaning wholly artificial and unauthorized. 

When men thus fail to make any distinction be- 
tween the express revelations of God and the opinions 
which men have superadded, and when they hare 
already committed the great error of adopting indis- 
criminately, in the religious system of a party, an 
incongruous mixture of opinions with the things of 
faith, the mistiness and obscurity which surround 
the former overspread by degrees the latter also. 
Hence it has come to pasa that matters of belief and 
mere speculations upon religious subjects are usuaUy 
classed together as " religious opinions ;" and when 
we speak of a man's religious opinions, wo are con- 
stantly understood to mean, or, at least, to include, 
his belief. Hence, too, the Divine communications 
themselves have lost much of the authority and 
respect which are justly due to them, by being thus 
reduced to a level with human opinions, and by the 
imphcation that they are so limited in their range of 
subjects, and so defioient in clearness, as to require 
additions and explanations fiom uninspired and fal- 
lible men, in order to render them intelligible and 
complete. The question, accordingly, is no longer, 
"What say the Scriptures?" "Uow readeU thou?" 
"What hath the Lord s^hen?" but, What do the 
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Scriptures mean? What thinkest th/m? What do 
the standards of my church or the kaders of my 
party say ? 

In opposition to yiewa and practices so erroneous, 
we uige — 

1. That the Scriptures mean precisely what they 
say, when construed in conformity with the esta- 
blished laws of language. 

2. That the Bible contains the only Divine reve- 
lations to which man has access; and that theae 
revelations are perfectly suited, hy their Divine 
Author, to the circumstances and capacity of man to 
whom they are addiessed. 

3. That true religious faith can he founded upon 
this Divine TEeiiMONY afone. 

4. That opinwws are mere inferences of human 
reason from insufficient and imcertain premises, or 
conjectures in regard to matters not revealed, and 
that they are not entitled tn the slightest authority 
in religion, hy whomsoever they may be propounded. 

The measure of faith is, then, precisely the amount 
of Scripture testimony, neither more nor less. What 
this distinctly reveals, is to be implicitly believed. 
Where this is obscure or silent, reason must not 
attempt to elaborate theories or supply conclusions, 
and impose them upon the conscience as of Divine 
authority. By the practical recognition of this prin- 
ci-ple, the theological systems and theories irhioh 



Lave distracted religious society, are at once deprived 
of all tlicir fancied importance, and, consequently, 
of all their power to injure. Those remote specula- 
tions; those metaphysical Eulitletiea; those untaught 
questions which have occupied the miuda of the re- 
ligious public, to the exeluaion of the all-important, 
jet simple truths of the gospel, are at once dismissed 
as the futile reveries of uninspired and fallible mortals. 
When these are thus dismissed, the human Tnind 
is left aloae loith the word of God. It js brought 
into direct contact with the Divine law and testi- 
mony, from which alone the light of spiritual truth 
can emanate, and this light is no longer obscured by 
the mists of human opinionism and speculation. 

If this distinction were duly appreciated by the 
Protestant world, there would be a speedy end of 
those controversies by which it has been bo long dis- 
turbed. For it is undeniable, that there is an almost 
universal agreement among the various evangelical 
denominations, in regard to the great revealed truths 
of Christianity, and that they are separated, alienated 
and belligerent, for the sale oi certain fivonte 
opinions, which have been promulged by their 
founders. Eauh one admits that there exj'tts thi9 
common Chnatianity, ap irt from dennminational 
peculiarities, and that salvation is possible m any of 
these parties; yet each continues to urge its dis- 
tinctive tenets, and roaiutain its peculiar opinions, 
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as though the salvation of the world depended 
upon these alone. Human opinions and specula- 
tions, then, have manifestly too much authority 
with the religious public, and are too highly ho- 
nored in being made the great objects for which 
each party lives and labours. If, then, they were 
clearly distinguished from the revealed truths, upon 
which, like pai'asites, many of them have grown; if 
they were fairly separated from all connection with 
the Divine testimony, from which they derive a 
stolen nourishment and a borrowed vigor, they 
would appear at onee in their truo character, as 
matters wholly foreign and insignificant, and would 
be allowed to droop and perish with all the bitter 
fruits they have so profusely bonie. 

It is preposterous to expect that men will ever 
agree in their religious opinions. It is neither ne- 
cessary nor liesixable that they should do so. It is 
no where commanded in the Scriptures that men 
should be of one opinion. It is there declared that 
there is "ONE faith," but is no where said that 
there is one opinion. On the contrary, differences 
of opinion are distinctly recognised, and Christiana 
are expressly commanded to receive one another 
without regard to them. (Rom. siv. 1.) As well 
might we expect to conform the features of the 
human feoe to a single standard, as to secure a 
perfect agreement of men's minds. Hence there 
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can be no peace, unless there be liberti/ of opinion. 
Each individual must have a perfGct right to enter- 
tain what opinions he pleases, but he must not 
attempt to enforce them upoa others, or make them 
a term of communion or religious fellowship. They 
can do no harm, so long as they are private property, 
and are regarded in their true light, as human opi- 
nions assessed of no lyivine authority or mfoMihiliiy. 
It is quite otherwise, however, when leading and 
ambitious spirits take them for the warp and the 
Scriptures for the woof from which they weave the 
web of partyism. The flimsy and ill-assorted fabric 
may please the taste of the few, while it will be de- 
spised and derided by those who manufacture an 
article no better from similar incongruous materials, 
and thus a contention ia perpetuated, with which 
human selfishness and pride have much more con- 
cern than either piety or humanity. 

It is, accordingly, one of the primary ohjects of 
the present Eeformation to put an end to all such 
controversies, by reducing human opinions to their 
proper level, and elevating the word of God, as the 
oniy true standard of religious faith. Hence it was, 
in the very beginning, resolved to "reduce to prac- 
tice the simple original form of Christianity, ex- 
pressly exhibited upoa the sacred page, without 
attempting to iaculcate any thing of human au- 
thority, of private opinion, or inventions of men, a^ 
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having any place in the constitution, fjith or 
worship of the Christian (.hurrli, or any tbin^ is 
matter of Chnstiin ftiith or duty, lor which thi,re 
cannot be eipressly produced a Thus saith the 
Lord, either m espreaa f«rms or by approvtd jre- 
cedent."* 

Ever^ prt^omtwn or doctrine, then, for which there 
u not clear seryptural evidence, a to he regarded as 
a matter of (rpinian ; and every thinff for which swh 
evidence can he adduced, is a matter of faith — a fwt 
or truth to be believed. It may be objected here 
that what may be clear to one mind may be doubtful 
to another; and that tlie Scriptures are const intly 
appealed to, by all parties, as affording to each suffi 
cient proof of its peculiar views, which m eath case, 
conflict more or less with those of everj other party 
This may be true, but what follows' That the 
Scriptures are themselves a tissue of confradietions 
and ambiguities? That it is impossible to determim. 
their true meaning? Nay, truly, this were to deny 
the fuudamental principles of Protestantism viz 
the Divine origin of the Bible, and the nn-ht of pri 
vate interpretation. For God could not be the au 
thor of a volume of this character; and the right to 
interpret the Scriptures, presupposes the ability to 

• Dealaration and Address of the Chriitian Assooialion of 
Wasbington, p. i. 
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sompreliend them, since, without tiis, to concede 
the right would be but mockery. 

The facta involved in the above objection may be 
readily accounted for, without impugning either the 
Divine origin or the intelligibility of the Bible. 
They are such as must necossarily occur when men 
adopt false rules of interpretation,* or come to the 
Scriptures with minds already biassed in favor of 
particular views. The intelligibility of the Bible ia 
not absolute, but relative, depending as much upon 



» Among the most proliBo sources of error in religion ia the 
praelioB of laking isolated testa of Scripture, anJ giving to 
Ihem a meaning and applicalion ncrsr intended bj tlio irriters. 
Of this nature is tlie fallaey employed b; the Woatminaler and 
other oonfessiODS, in the numerona Scripture referenoea ap- 
pended W eooli attiele of the oreed. These are taken as proofs 
bj those who are too indifferent or too indolent to aBcortnin, b? 
an actual examination of the context, that the passages so re- 
ferred to have, in most eases, little or nothing to do with tho 
particular matter to nhioli tbey we applied. There are not 
wanting man;, however, who, eien with the passages before 
tbem, would regard the least aihiHon to the subject as abun- 
dant proof of any proposition which might be offered in regard 
to it. Henee tbe easy orednlilj of those who believe the doo- 
trines of the textuary preachef'. 

To obtain tbe true sense of Scripture we must carefully in- 
quire— Ist. What is said? 2d. Whu aaj-a it? 3d. To whom or 
of whombit spoken? jth. Under what ctmimsfancH was it 

oonneetion with what precadea and what follows. 
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the state of mind of tim who reads it, and the 
method he pursues, as upon the perspicuity of the 
hook itself. All Protestants assert that the way of 
salyation is clearly defined in the Sacred Volume, so 
as to be plain to tbo most ordinary comprehension. 
If, then, erroneous views be formed from it, the 
cause is to bo sought, not in the Bible, but in the 
mind of the crrorist himself. He comes to the 
Scriptures as an advocate of preconceived opinions 
or doctrines, to seek for proofs and arguments by 
whinh to sustain these views; and not, as a sincere 
inquirer after truth, to engage in a process of care- 
ful mveatigation, and with a mind prepared to follow 
whithersoever the truth shall lead. Hence it is, 
that all errorists and parties holding sentiments the 
most discordant, have recourse alike to the Bible for 
their proofs. They seek not for the truth which is 
in the Bible, but for proofs of the errors with which 
their minds are previously imbued — for something 
to sustain the particular system to which they are 
ioclined. To them the Bible is a mere storehouse of 
arms and ammunition for partisan warfare. It has no 
well-defined plan or purpose of its own, but is merely 
a collection of proof-tests, from which any one is at 
liberty to select whatever may appear to suit his pur- 
pose, without respect to the contest, or the laws of 
interpretation applied to all other writings. Thua 
it is that the Bible anawerB the purposes of all par- 
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ties equally well. Aa with tlie mirror of the Ara- 
bia,n tale, each one can sec in it only what he wishes 
to see ; and as each party wishes to see only itself, 
the Divine mirror reflects to its view no other image. 
A man would not he more surprised to see, in the 
gla,ss before which he stands, the imago of his ene- 
my, instead of his own, than would be the advoeat* 
of one party to find in the Bible the views of an 
opposite sect. It must be evident, that to treat the 
Bible thus, is grossly to 3bii=e the moat precious 
gift of Heaven, and to sustain, by a mere pretence 
of Divine authority, a system of partyism and con- 
tention wholly incompatible with the express purpose 
of Christianity, and the conversion and salvation of 
the world. He who would understand the Divine 
communications must study them with the humility 
and docility of a child ; he must prayerfully endeavor 
to ascertain the meaning of the text by the context, 
making the Scriptures tlieir ovn expo&Hor, and must 
give himself up to be led by them, instead of pre- 
suming to lead them to his own (avorile and precon- 
ceived opinions, by wresting and perverting them 
from their true meaning and application. 

He, then, wlio will thus devote himself to the 
study of the Bible, will not long remain cither in 
ignorance, error, or doubt, as to the great matters of 
faith and duty. It is diatinctly afErmcd in the Book 
•tseif, that "the Inspired Scriptures are profitable 
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for all things; for doctrine, for reproof, for correc. 
tion and instruction la righteousneas, tliat the man 
of God may ho perfect, and thoroughly furnished 
unto every good work." If, then, the believer may 
be thus perfected, thus thoroughly furnished, what 
needs be more? Most assuredly, if the Book of 
God appear in any caae to fail thus to enlighten the 
mind and direct the conduct, we may in vain expect 
that any volume from fallible and uninspired men 
could supply the deficiency and secure these objects. 
To acknowledge that there are certain difficulties 
in regard to some matters of Holy Writ ia but to 
concede the depth and vastness of its themes, and 
the deficiency of fallen man in hia powers of com- 
prehension, and in his aptitude to receive spiritual 
truths. Unquestionably, there are some subjects 
too mysterious in their nature to be clearly explained 
in human language ; some too great to be completely 
grasped by a finite mind ; many too remote from the 
ordinary range of hnman thought, to be distinctly 
apprehended by the most discerning intellect. As, 
in the natural heavens we have bodies so remote 
that they appear but as faint nebulsc, and stars 
which can scarcely be distinguished by human vision 
from those which cluster around them, so have we, 
in the Book of God, glimmerings of spiritual systems 
far distant from our own, whose relations to us wa 
may never comprehend in our present state of being. 
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Sucli mnst necessarily Tie tlio case ift regard to com- 
munications concerning the Divine Creator and the 
things of an iniinit*, unseen, spiritual world. Ttese 
are subjects to bo reverently pondered and contem- 
plated only so far as, upon the heavenly scroll, we may 
discover their outline, or dibceia their miro salient 
poiate. These are net thingi aboutwhieh men may 
dogmatize; info which they miy vainly and pic 
Bumptuously intrude, or in regirj to which they 
may insolently excommunicate ind anathematizo 
each other. To admit furthtr, that the Bible will 
not be ai once equally cleir to all minds, even m 
regard to matters actually developed m it, is only to 
confess that men are itifqaalTa capauty in spirituil 
mindedness, and in devotion to the means of biblical 
knowledge. We may say of the whole Bible, as 
Peter said of Paul's Epistles, that it contains "some 
things hard to be understood ;'* which, nevertheless, 
may be understood through diligent study and proper 
use of the means of biblical interpretation. Scrip- 
tural knowledge is, therefore, progressive, and will 
vary in different eases, and in the same person, at 
different periods. There will be always babes, 
yonn m n and fathers, in scriptural learning; and 
h n th e is opportunity to comply with the apos- 
t 1 niuB tion — that the elder should teach the 
yonn e and that Christians should edify each other. 
Hen e t o the use of pastors and teachers, who, in 
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tho exercise of their functions, promote the growth 
and edification of the ciiwch. 

How different, however, tixaa this primitive state 
of the CLriatiin church ; this mutuahtj of spiritual 
edification and growth ; this common yet individual 
interest in the Divine communications, is that imbe- 
cile condition of perpetual and hopeless pupilage in 
which congregations wait for the weekly explication 
of some fragment of Scriplure called a "test;" no 
member presuming to edify cither himself or hia 
brethren by his own researches, or venturing to trust 
himself to the Word of God, or to advance a single 
step in scriptural knowledge, lest he should igno- 
rantly miss the path prescribed by ehuroh authority, 
and become entangled in the snares of error ! The 
truth is, that the great mass of Protestants are just 
as effectually debarred, by clerical influence, from the 
exercise of the right of private judgment in matters 
of religion, as are the Rflmanista themselves by 
priestly prohibition. They have no confidence in the 
intelligibility of the Bible, or in any views which 
they may take from it. An individual, having once 
111 his life exercised the right of private judgment, not 
in regard to the tilings taught in Scripture, but in 
choosing between the systems and tenets of different 
parties, and having adopted tke particular system 
which he prefers, will for over after rest content with 
the orthodoxy of his opinions, and give himself little 
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eoncom aljout wJiat may be contained in the Scrip- 
tures of Truth. One who unites with the church of 
Rome, must thus far, at least, escrciae the right of 
private judgmeat in choosing between conflicting 
claims, and ean s!iow subsequently scarcely more in- 
difference to the Holy Volume of inspiration. 

Indeed, it were difficult to conceive why, on hia 
own principles, the sectary should make a proper use 
of the Bible. He may, indeed, read it as a pastime 
or as a. task; he may even feel a certain interest in 
its historical details, or be more or less impressed 
with its sublime imagery and powerful diction ; but 
for truly religious purposes it can avail him nothing. 
Confident that his favorite oreed-malters have secured 
the treasure for hia u h b t I'ttl f th 

casket, which he think hmi to k 

Believing them to ha wh 

revelation; to have ed h ti y 

difficult questions ; gi ded ta ss b 

and unfolded in a few b 

feith, all its deep and hidden mystenes, what induce- 
ment can he have to prosecute research, or bring his 
mind into direct communication with the Word of 
God? 

In this Reformation, iiowever, it is a fundamental 
principle that every one shall take his religion di- 
rectly from the Bible, without the intervention of 
popes or prieste, councils or assemblies, or any of the 
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creeda which they have framed. "With \\s, every 
thing in religion must have a Scripture warrant, and 
hitmaa authority is regarded as wholly incompetent 
to the decision of any question which may legiti- 
mately arise in regard to the great mattcra of faith 
and dutj. Whatever rests upon a Divine wairant 
ia a matter of faith. Whatever suhordinate and 
collateral questions may exist which have not this 
warrant are matters op opinion, which each one is 
at liberty to entertain according to hia own pleasure, 
and to which no ont', from the very nature of the 
case, can attach any importance. Nor is it to be 
imagined that any doctrme or sentiment can be 
justly entertained under the title of an opinion 
which will conflict with or nullify any portion of 
Scripture- Where the Bible speaks, there is no place 
for any opinion ; and if any one hold a view which 
contravenes any declaration of Holy Writ, tliis is not 
an opinion, but actual disbelief of so much of the 
Word of God as is thus contradicted and opposed. 

In entire harmony with these views, it is regarded 
as of the utmost practical importance to speak always 
of religious matters in the exact language of the 
Bible. All those unsciiptural terms and espres- 
sions, of which the modern sectarian vocabulary 
almost wholly consists, are, accordingly, discarded as 
conveying ideas more or leas foreign from the Bible, 
and as being in no ease so accurate and appropriate 
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U3 the language of Scripture. It 13 true, that Bible 
terms themselves may be misunderstood or misap- 
plied, if the contest be not carefully examined ; and 
especially, if a religious theory or favorite practice 
be in question. But when an individual is vnable 
to express his religious sentiments, without using 
unscripturai espressions, it is prima facte evidence 
that his religious views are not in the Bible. For if 
they were, he could certainly statfi them in the exact 
language of the Sacred Volume. Such is the reci- 
procal influence of words and thoughts, that any 
change in the language employed by the inspired 
writers is to be regarded with suspicion ; nor can we 
suppose it possible to have a restoration of the simple 
original gospel of Christ and the primitive institu- 
tions of Christianity, that is to say, of primitive 
modes of thought and action, without a return to the 
primitive modes of expression also. The names, and 
many of the institutions of the different sects, as 
well as their modes of speech, ai-e alike utterly un- 
known to the Bible. As for those who taie part in 
the present Refonpation, they desire to have nothing 
to do with any thing in religion that is not at least 
as old as the books of the New Testament; and in 
aiming to restore and obey the simple primitive gos- 
pel and its institutions, and to give to these Bible 
things their Bible names, they desire, also, to assume 
themselves no other titles than those originally given 
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to the followers of Jesus, viz. Disciples of Ciekist; 
Cheistians; The Church of Christ; or The 
Church of God, &c.; all of whicli are regarded as 
scriptural, and to be used interchangeably, according 
to circumstances. 

I hope I have been sufficiently explicit upon the 
distinction to be made between iaith and opinion. 
But now, aa iaith springs from the Divine testimony, 
and will be co-estensive, so to spealr, with, the know- 
ledge which any one may have of that testimony, 
the question arises, How great must be the extent 
of tliis faith, in order to entitle an individual to be 
received to church membership? In other words. 
How much of the Bible must he have explored and 
comprehended, before he makes a profession of 
Christianity? Must he have examined tlio whole 
Divine testimony, in regard to all the subjects of 
which it treats ; or are there particular points or 
doctrines, to which his attention may be restricted, 
and in regard to which alone his faith may be pro- 
perly inquired into and tested ? Or, to shorten the 
question, what ia that which is emphatically called 
"thefeith," "the truth" — the belief which "sancti- 
fies" and "saves" the soul? Our views of this I 
shall now proceed to give you. 
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i CHRISTIAN FAITH. 



II. The Chkistian Faith. 

A thorough, knowledge of the Bible is not re- 
garded by any of the sects as an essential pre- 
requisite to a profession of faith. All agree that 
there are certain fundamental points which must be 
believed, and which, taken together, constitute what 
is termed orthodoxy.* To extract these from the 
Bible has been the great buaineaa of councils and 
assemblies, which, smelting, as it were, in their 
party furnaces, the ore of Holy Writ, have obtMned, 
as they imagined, from it, tlie pure and precious 
Mjeta!. This they have then mixed with the requi- 
site portion of alloy to give it hardness; and haying 
stamped it with their own theological image and 
superscription, have issued it as the only standard 
coin in the realm. Each party, however, disagree- 
ing as to the characters which should distinguish 
this precious metal, have, unfortunately, obtained a 
different product, and we have, consequently, in 
circulation, as many standards aa there are parties; 
and it would puzzle the most skilful assayer in the 
theological mint to determine their relative values. 

Nevertheless, after ail, we certainly coacur with 
the rest of the religious world, in making a distinc- 
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tion between what is properly and especjally "fhe 
faith," or tke Cliristian faitli, and a general telicf 
and reception of the Divine testimony, eontiuned in 
the canonical books of the Old and New Testamenfa, 
But we differ from all the parties hare in one im- 
portant particular, to which I wish to call your 
special attention. It is thb: that while they sup- 
pose this Christian faith to he doctrinal, we regard 
it as personal. In other words, they suppose doc- 
trines, or religious tenets, to be the Subject-matter 
of this faith; we, on the contrary, conceive it to 
terminato on a person — the Lord Jesus Christ 
HIMSEEE. WhOe they, accordingly, require an 
elahorate eonfeaaion from each convert — a confession 
mainly of a doctrinal and intellectual character, stu- 
diously elaborated into an extended formula — we 
demand only a simple confession of Christ — a 
heartfelt acknowledgment that Jesits is the Messiah, 
the Son of God. 

The Christian fMth, then, in our view, consists 
not in any theory or system of doctrine, but in a 
sincere belief in the person and mission of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is personal in its subject, as well as 
in its object; in regard to him who believes, as well 
as in regard to that which is believed. It consists 
of simple facts, directly eonaeeted with the personal 
history and character of Jesus Christ as the Messiah 
and the promised Lamb of God who takes away the 
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Bins of tlie world. It is persona! in its ohjcct, lead- 
ing to personal regard and love for Ctnst, and a 
personal interest iu his salva.tion. It consists not 
in definitions; neither does it embrace the litigated 
questions of scctarism. It contains not one, much 
less fiye cardinal points of speculative theology; nor 
does it inflict upon the believer, for his sins, forty 
articles save arte. The gospel of salvation, indeed, 
were ill-fitted to be preached to every creature, 
illiterate or learned, if it consisted, as some imagine, 
of those ponderous bodies of divinity, and intricate 
systems of theology, which have oppressed the energies 
and entangled the movoments of the Protestant world. 
It has been, indeed, the great error of Protestants, 
and the great cauie of all their 8i.hisms that thiy 
liave sought to lupersede this direct personal ri,lianca 
upon Christ, bj a mere intellectual a';«ent to ^ stt 
or system of tenets True they do bj no mcins 
prosenbe this personal trust or fiith in Chri'it, but 
the natural woikmg of the whole machinery of a 
party, so far aa it is peouhir and denominational, 
tends to lead the mind away from this simple faith 
to a fiilse contidi,nce m mere human opinions and 
jntellei.tual abstraction"! and in outward forms 
Thanks, however, to the power of the gospel itselt, 
this tendency of the systems of the day hds been 
checked m indiMlual (a e*, anl, fhoupb many are 
lulled into a lalsi, secunty, trusting lo tlie orth jdoxy 
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of their belief, and miatakiiig a zeal for human opi- 
nions aa a meritorioua earnestness for saving truth; 
and substituting an extravagant admiration of ths 
leading men and favorite prsiichers of their denomi- 
nation for the love of Christ, there are some who 
have gazedj in silence and in secret, upon that face 
"marred;" that form insulted; tkose bleeding 
wounds of that Just and Holy One who "offered 
himself without spot to God," and have, in humble 
hope, yielded to him alone their confidence and love. 
Such individuals are found in all parties, and they 
recognise each other as being fellow-heirs of ths 
grace of life, and as having a common interest in 
the great Eedecmer. It is, indeed, this simple faith 
in Christ, accompanied by it-s appropriate fruits, 
which constitutes that "common Christianity" which 
is admitted to esist in ail parties, independent of 
party peculiarities; an admisBion, by the way, whieh 
at once assigns to these peculiarities their true 
character, as mere excrescences upon Christianity; 
as having no power to save, and as the very means 
of perpetuating division. Happy would it be for 
the world, if all could be induced to rest content 
with that "common Christianity," which it is the 
very object of the present Reformation to present to 
the religious community as the only means of secur- 
ing unity and peace. 

I am aware, that it will be difficult for these who 
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have been accustomed to regard the Christian faith 
as an asseat to a particular set of tenets, to recognise 
this Bimple belief in Christ aa sufficient to admit aa 
individual to the blessings of Christianity. If, how- 
ever, they will fully consider the scriptural import 
of this feith in Christ, they will perceive, that, under 
an extreme simplicity which adapts it to aU minda, 
it necessarily involves and includes all the conditions 
of salvation. It is to he noted, that to believe in 
Christ is not simply to believe what Christ says; 
that is, to receive as true whatever may be regarded 
as the teaching or doctrine of Christ. This is the 
very inadequate and erroneous view which we have 
teen combating, which mistakes an intellectual 
assent to the deductions of reason from Scripture 
premises, or even to the express dictates of inspira- 
tion, for a personal and direct reliance tipon Christ 
himself. Again : to believe in Christ is not merely 
to believe that there lived a person bearing that 
name. Yet there are multitudes who seem to have 
no higher idea of the Christian faith than this, and 
no better knowledge of the term Christ than to sup- 
pose it a mere personal appellation. But the word 
Chrbt is not a name. It is an official designation. 
The name Jesus, given by express command of Gfod, 
is itself significant, and the addition of the word 
Christ, with the definite article, which is often ex- 
pressed and may be always supplied, furnishes the 
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titular and qualifying expression which denotes the 
peculiar character of t!ic person. Ho ia not Jesus 
Christ, as an individual thus named and eurnamed, 
but he is Jesus the Christ. These are proposi- 
tions totally different. The former might be to ua 
of no peculiar moment; but the latter expands itself 
over the past, the present, and tke future, and in- 
volves in it the eternal destinies of the human race. 
Yet, though to believe the person to whom this title 
ia applied to he what the title really imports, is to 
believe something concerning this person, of a most 
important and far-reaching nature, even this would 
fall short of constituting the Christian faith, if thia 
conviction be supposed unconnected with that trust 
nnd dii-ect reliance upon this person which would be 
justly due to him in the ofSce and character thus 
assigned to him. 

Whether or not it be possible for any one fully to 
understand the import and bearings of the sublime 
proposition tiiat Jesus of Nazareth is the Olirist, and 
truly to believe it, and yet, at the same time, t« en- 
tertain the proposition aa a mere intellectual convic- 
tion, without giving up the heart to him in humility, 
penitence, asd love; to trust and confide in him as 
the onty Saviour, and the anointed King of kinga, 
is a question which I deem it unnecessary here to 
consider. For certain it is, that if it be possible for 
any ono tlms to separate, in point of fact, words from 
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thoughts, thoughts from things, or things from the 
emotions thej are fitted to excite, and to believe this 
proposition as a mere doetrine, tenot, or mental ah- 
straction, such a ono does not poaaesa the Christian 
faiti. To belicYe in Christ, is to receive him in all 
the glory of his character, personal and' official; to 
trust in him in all the relations which he sustains to 
tjs, as OTir Prophet, our Priest, and our King; to 
fcehold in him our only hope and refuge; and re- 
nouncing ourselTCs, our own self-confidence, our 
righteousness, and every vain device, to leau ou 
him only as our stay, and to loot to him only aa 
the "Lord our Righteousness," as our salvation and 
our hfe. It is not merely to believe what is said of 
him aa the Son of God; aa the Son of Man; as liv- 
ing, dying, rising, reigning, returning; but, believ- 
ing this, to trust ia him as our Saviour, to wait with 
him as ow teacher, lyur friend ; to realize hie gracious 
presence with us, and to discern his footsteps in the 
path we tread It is to he brought into direct re- 
laiion and /''Uovibkip with Lim; to think of him as 
of a person whom we know, and to whom we are 
known; to speak to him is to one who heare, and 
to listen to him as to one who apeaka. Such, in our 
view, ia the Christian faith; not a trust in defini- 
tions; in doctrines; in church order; in apostolic 
suecesaion or official grace; in opinions or dogmas, 
true or false; but a sincere lielief of the testimony 
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concemmg tlie ficts in. the pcrsonil hi'tniy of tte 
Loid Messnls, accoropanied. by a cnrdul reception 
of him in his true uhar^cter as thus revcili,d to ua, 
and an entire personal reh<iiice upon him f jr our 
saJvition 

That thia simple tmst in Jesus, and nothing else, 
ia really and truly "the faith," will be clearly seen 
hy any ono who will examine the Scriptures upon 
the suhjeet. He will there find: 

1st. That the history of Jesus of Nazareth is re- 
lated to us — his birth, his miracles, his teachings, 
his sufierings, his glorification; and that our atten- 
tion is called to the fulfilment of the ancient pro- 
phecies, in the incidents recorded of him, for the 
express purpose of producing this faith. I need 
only here refer to the close of the testimony of John, 
where he expressly declares this to have been the 
object: "And many other signs tmly did Jesus in 
the presence of his disciples, which are not written 
in thia book; but these are written that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God."* 

"Hotting contribntea more to a correct Tiew of Sorlptura 
than a knowledge of the porticujar deai^n of ench of ils main 
diTisiom. John,as here quoted, expressly etntes the immediata 
purpose of his '^gcspol" or testimony to be to produce the belief 
that Jeens is Ibo Christ, tho Son of God. Thot Motthew, Mnrk, 

from the nature of the facta they relate and the upplieatiou they 
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2d. TJiat Jesu^ liimself dnolarca, that " God so 
wved the world that lie gave iiis only hegotten Son, 
that whosoever ielievcA in him iliovM not perish, hut 
have eternal life." And ho aimoonces, also, on the 
other hand, that it is the rejection of this feith whioh 
occasions condemnation, ".fle ikat helievetk not ia 
condemned already, because he has not believed on the 
name of the <mly legotlen Son of God." And many 
other passages might be quoted of the same purport. 



malio of them. Tbo four "gospels" ore coiioirr'ni testirao- 
uies, and their eoncurrence is additionol evidence of Uie tnitlk 
of the faiils recorded; which facia are aoiected and errongeJ 
wiih special reference to their force and fitness as yi-nn/i of 
the great proposition ahove mentioned. Again, in the "Acts of 
the Apostles," we have aspccial purpoae, viz. to show how the 
apostles fnlfilUd the commiEsioo the; bad received from Christ, 
in opening the kingdom of heaven — 1st. To the Jens, as related 
in the 2dcliaptcr; 2d. To theSaniaritflng, aeri^portedin the 3tl» 
chapter; and 3d. To the Genliiea, as recorded in the 10th chap- 
ter : (he onll of the latter heing still further eshibited in Paul's 
travels and labors. Man; other mlLtters also of great import- 
ance are stated, as the descent of the Hoi; Spirit, the proceed- 
ings of the primitive ehnrohes, &e. So, also, with regard ta tha 
EyisOes; each one hos its particular purpose. Thelettertotho 
Romans develops, in a continuoas argnment, the great doc- 
trine of "justification bj faith," in opposition to the Jewish 
view of the efSeac; of the works prescrihed hy the Mosaic law. 
The letter to the Hebrews presents also a continuons argument 
to show the superiority of Christ to Moses; of the Christian 
insiituti™ to the Jewish, &c. A clear view of the desiga of 
each epiftle ia thus a liej to i\x interpietalJon. 
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3d. That he oommbsioncd the apastlcs " '.o go 
out into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
CTcature," declarJDg that he that holieved and was 
baptized should he "Eoved," and that be that be- 
lieved not should be "condemned." Now, "the 
gospel" is simply the glad tidings concerning Chriat; 
that "he died for our sins according to the Scrip- 
tures, waa buried and rose again, according to the 
Scriptures." (lGor.xv.3,4.) It consists of the simple 
story of the cross ; of those wonderful fiicts in Christ's 
history which reveal him aa the promised Lamb of 
God, who should taie away the sins of the world. 
To believe these facta is to receive Jeaus as the 
Christ, the SoH of God, and the Saviour of men. 

4th. That the apostles, in fulfilling this commis- 
sion to preach the gospel, gave to those whom they 
addresseii, a concise statement of these fects in 
Christ's history, and presented the evidence on which 
they r^ted; thus endeavouring to produce in the 
minds of their bearers this belief in Jesus as the 
Messiah, and requiring no larger &ith than this, and 
no more extended knowledge than this involves, for 
introduction into the Kingdom of Christ.* 

*T£j!e, foresamiJle, Peter's disconrse, Aotjii, : "Ye men of 
Israel, henr these words : Jesus of Naaaielh, a, man approved 
of God among jou by miracles and wonders, and signs whioli 
God did by him in tbe midst of yon, as yo yonrsolvea also 
koowj Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and 
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5t!i. Tliat tliis faith in Christ is that which is 
expressly enjoinad in order to salvation. See the 
address of Paul and Silas to the Philippian jailer. 
Acts xvi. 31 — "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved." Or Philip's declaration 

forcknoBledge of God, je huve lalicn, and by nicked hands 
have crucified and sliun; nbom God b»th raised op, baling 
loosed the pnioa of deatb, because it iros not possible tliat be 
sbould be bolden of it. » » Tbereforc, being bj (be tight 
bund of God exalted, sndbaiiug received of tlie Father the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, he hath shed forLh this, -which ye 
now see tmd bear. * * Therefore, let all the bouse of Israel 
kn w a£ u dlj that God hath made that saiue Jesus, whom 70 
ha n a d both Lord and Christ." 

Th e jf this discourse was, as wo aie told, that tbree 

diff ntaud nee: "TheGodofAbraham, andotlsaacandof 
Ja b h bod of our fathers, hat)) glorified bis Son Jesus; 

when he was determined to let him go. But ye' denied the 
Holy One and tbe Jast, and desired a murderer to be granted 
unto you, and killed the Frince of Life, whom God balh' raised 

was, wa are told, that aboat five thousand men "believed." 
"Howbeil, many of them which heard the word believed ; and 
the number of the men was about Ste thousand." Or take the 
firsldisooarse to tbe Gentiles : "The word which God sent unto 
the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ, (Ho is 
Lord of all.) That word, I say, je know, which was published 
throughout all Jndaa and began fiom Galilee, after tlie baptism 
nhich John preached; how God anointed Jesus of Hazareth 
with the Holy GhoB^ and with power; who went about doing 
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to the ennuch, Acta viii. 37 — " If thou believest, 
with all thy heart, thou mayest;" and the satisfac- 
tory reply, " I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son 
of God." Again : John says, " This is his com- 
mandment, that we should believe on the name of 
his Son Jeaus Christ, and love one another, as he 
gave us commandment." 

6th, That it is this faith which not only intro- 
daces the believer into the Christian institution, but 
enables him to maintain his profession and sustain 
himself against the temptations of life. " Whoso- 
ever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God 
dweileth in him and he in God." Again : " Who- 
soever is horn of God, overcometh the world; and 
this is the victory that overcometh the world, even 
our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, 
but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God 1" 



good and healing oil who were opprf asod of the devil, for God 
«aa nith him. And we ato wilneEsea of all thing; nhich he 
did, botJi in tbe land of the Jens and at Jeruealeoi ; nbom the7 
■lew Md hanged on a tree. Him God raised up the third day 
and ahoived him openly ; not to all (lie people, bnt unto wit- 
nesses chosen before of God, even to ns, who did eat and dtinft 
with him after he rose from the doad. And he eommanded ua 
to preaoli unto the people, nnd to testify that it is ha which wag 
ordained to be the judge of qniok and dead. To him sive ali 

lievefh in him shall receive remission of sins." Or, again, take 
Paul's preaching at Anlioch, Acts siii. lJ-41, io. 
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But I need not multiply quotations to ehow that 
a eincere belief in Jesus as the Christ, tlie Sou of 
God, is emphatically and truly the Christian faith, 
and the only foith which can lawfully he demanded 
in order to admission to Christian privileges and 
church fellowship. This is the Chkistian's Ckeed, 
and the only creed to which any one may he justly 
called upon to suhscrihe. And this hoing so, all 
other creeda and confesKions are at once nullified and 
repudiated, as without Divine authority, and mere 
inventions of men, leading the mind away from 
Christ, and from a direct and personal reliance upon 
him, to mere intellectual conceptions, ahatnuit pro- 
positions, and human opinions ; or, if not wholly to 
these, at least to subordinate truths, collateral ques- 
tions, remote conclusions, which belong not imme- 
diately to what is properly the Christian faith, but 
to the subsequent chapter of Christian knowledge. 
Hence, even upon the hypothesis that the religious 
formtilaries of doctrine now in vogue contain no- 
thing but truth, we deny the right of any one to 
complicate the simplicity of the Christian faith in 
this manner, and to demand, in advance, a degree of 
knowledge and experience in the child, which, in the 
■very nature of things, can be expected only in one 
who has attained to the stature of a n'an in Christ 
Jesus. 

It will appear, then, from tho above, that, while 



S8 PKINCIPLES OP THE REFORMATION. 

■WO regard the whole Bible as the only repository of 
true knowledge in religion, and as the volame which is 
to occupy the mind and heart of tlie Ohriatian student, 
we consider that particular portion of it which ia im- 
mediately ooncemed with Cirist's personal Listory 
and ministryj as that which is to be presented to the 
unconverted world as embraiing the subject-matter 
of the Christian faith — the simple gospel of Christ, 
This may bo either read in the b^ok itself, or pre- 
sented by tlie living preacher. " Faith eumes by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God." It ia a 
piMjj and simple narrative, tiie truth of which was 
confirmed by signs find njiracles; "those dcmon- 
Btrations of tbe Spirit" which attended its introduo- 
tion, and which were then faithfully recorded, in 
order to accomplish the same purpose in all future 
ages. It is this gospel which is the "power of God 
for salvation, to every one who believes it," It is 
not a power of G-od — one of the mefbods which Qod 
employs to save ; but it is emphatically (7ie power of 
God for salvation ; the only revealed way in which 
Ood can, in consistency with his own attributes, 
justify and save the sinner. It is the cordial belief 
of tiis love of God, thus manifested in the life, 
death, resurrection, and glorification of Clu'ist, which 
reconciles man to God, which overwhelms the soul 
in penitence and contrition for its offences, and, 
through the influences of the Holy Spirit, produces 
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entire renovation of heart and reformation of cliarac- 
ter. In brief, it is Ckrist himself who is tliiis made 
to Tis "wisdom" and "rigliteousaess," "sanctifica- 
tdon and redemption." 

nr. The Basis of Christian Union, 

Every one will agree, that the true basis of Chris- 
tian, union is the Christian faitii. All the par- 
ties assert this, but, unfortunately, each one adds to 
that faith, or, rather, substitutes for it, liuman 
opinions, and matters of doctrinal knowledge not 
immediately connected with salvation; and they 
refuse to receive each other, because they do not 
tappen to agree in these opinions and doctrines, 
while, at the same time, they may hold in common 
what really constitutes the Christian faith. This 
Chrisljan faith, as we have seen, is simply belief in 
Christ, as he is presented in the gospel, and it la 
concisely engrossed in the great proposition tJiat 
Jesus is the Christ, the Sou of God. No one can 
comprehend the terms of this proposition, without 
having before his mind the whole Christian faith in 
jta subject matter. Tke predicate, "the Christ the 
Son of God," if understood, implies a knowledge of 
God and a belief in him, and presents to view not 
only the official character of the Messiah as the 
Chriited or anoiiUed Prophet, Priest, and King of 
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whom the prophets spoke, but also his personal 
character or divinity as the Son of God. The sub- 
ject, "Jesus," is an expression which can be corn- 
el only as it involves an acqnainta,iice with 
il history of Jesus of Nazareth, aad, con- 
sequently, of the great faata which constitute the 
gospel. The whole proposition thus presents to us 
— Jesns as the Son of God — the Christ, or anointed 
One, whom God his ippointed to be oar Teacher, 
otiT Redeemer and ir Kmg to wl ose precepts wo 
are to listen through wh^se precious biood and 
intercession we are to obtain f r^iveness; by whose 
word and bpirit we aii, to be sanctified, and by 
whose mighty power we jtl to be rescued from the 
captivity of the ,^ve \.i in nature, the lofty 
spreading oak was origmally contained in the acorn, 
or, rather, in a smjjle cell ot that acorn, upon which 
were impressed all tlie nature and laws of develop- 
ment which distinguish the mighty monarch of the 
woods, so it has pleased God to wi'ap up, as it were, 
in a single proposition, that vast remedial system, 
which may overspread and shelter, in its full deve- 
lopment, the whole assembled family of man. In it 
is presented the simple word, or gospel, which is 
most appropriately termed "the good seed of the 
kingdom," and which, when it grows up and is fully 
matured, produces fruit unto eternal life. It is tha 
aame Infinite Wisdom which has dictated the anaiigo* 



BASIS 0? CHRISTIAN UNION. 41 

ments both of nature and reli^on. In both, means 
apparently the most simple, produce tlie grandest 
results. In both, the processes arc slow and gradual. 
It is "first the blade, then the ear; thea the full 
com in the ear." Nowhere is the ground nptoru 
with sudden violence that the full-grown oai may 
be planted, or that it may receive into its bosom the 
spreading roots of grain ready for the sickle. "The 
Kingdom of God," eaya the great Teacher, " is as if 
a man should cast seed into the ground, and should 
sleep and rise night and day, and the seed should 
spring and grow up he knoweth not how." It is 
the simple gospel which is sown in the heart, and not, 
as sectarians imagine, complete and elaborate sys- 
tems of theology. It is with this proposition and iU 
proofs, iliat God first meets the sinner, and it is in 
its cordial reception that the latter finds the grace 
and mercy of God. Oh ! that the sectarian world 
could thus contemplate this beautiful simplicity of 
the truth, as originally presented by Christ and hi'i 
apostles, and, adopting it aa the true ground of 
Christian union, could be induced to forsake for it 
those confused and complicated systems which have 
no power either to save sinners or to unite saints. 

The above observations address themselves to 
those who may, at first view, suppose this basis of 
union to be too narrow, and to contain too little, 
while, in truth, it contains all, and is the very genu 
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from ■wiiich tlie whole Christian institution proceeds. 
But there are cavillera who may object, on the other 
hand, that it contains, or rather implies, too much; 
involving questions about which men will differ. 
They will say, that there are not only in the above 
proposition itself, but la the prebminaiy knowledge 
whidi it suppose'!, mtny matters about whi h men 
may and do disagree, and that this formula, then, 
however simple and concise it may appear may, 
neverlhelcB give rise to debate and di\isi n To 
thi5 I would reply, that we might aa readily loi k for 
the giving of a law by which men could be justified, 
as expect to obtain any basis of union, which men, 
in their pride of opinion and love of controversy, 
may not make a ground of disunion. It is true, 
that men have started a great many questions re- 
epecting the nature and attributes of Qod; about 
the character and sonaMp of Christ; the method, 
object, and estent of tho atonement, &c. &e. ; and 
that some of the warmest religious disputes are upon 
these very topics. But these are either untaught 
questions, with which we have nothing to do, (for 
we have bo business with any religious questions 
which are not mooted in the Bible,) or ihey are vaia 
speculations upon matters utterly beyond the reach 
of the human inteUeet^ or, lastly, they are sublime 
truths, which can be fully unfolded only in the 
chapters of Christian knowledge and esperience, snd 
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in regard to whicli vro hayo no right to deiaanJ, in 
advance, even that amount of knowledge which the 
Scriptures themselves furnisli when fully explored, 
AU. these disputes, ia short, are aboiit doetiines, in- 
tellectual conceptioni, ah&tract trufhs; but, as we 
have endeavored to show, the Christian iaith has 
respect to fiicts, hy ivhich we do not mean truths 
delivered, but thinga really and actually performed 
and attested hy witnesses. There are, indeed, some 
general truthi, which we must suppose the mind to 
have received, before it could possibly apprehend 
t\e gospel facts. For instance, it must Lave ad- 
mitted the being of God. But all such fundamental 
and elementary truth here required, is either self- 
evident or of Huch a nature that it cannot be sup- 
posed absent fiom the mmd Heuco the Bible no- 
where attempts to piove the exist-ence of God. It 
begins by declar ng the ftct that God created the 
heavens and the tarth but it takes for gianted tke 
elementary truth that there is a God. Now, the 
great proposition on which the Chnst an Institution 
rests affirms m Iikt manaer a simple matter of 
fict involving the same elementnrj truth, which 
requires no nt,w proof and em justly g've rise to no 
controversy It is either the fact Ihvt Jeaus is the 
Son of God or it is net 11 pon this question rests 
the whole Christian fabric, and it is one which is 
not to be proved by reasoning from abstract princi- 
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It is in this great fact that the Lord Jesus Christ 
himself is presented to us in his tme and proper 
character, that we may so receive him and trust in 
him. He is, indeed, the Sun of Highteousness, the 
radiating and attracting centre of the spiritual sys- 
tem, shedding light on the heavens and on the earth 
— upon the things of Uod, and the nature, duty, and 
destiny of man. In accepting tho above proposition, 
then, we take Christ himself as the basis of Christian 
union, as he is also the chief connev-stone and only 
foundation of the church. To demand, instead of 
this, as a profession of faith and basis of union, an 
exact knowledge of remote points of Christian doc- 
trine, is as unscriptural as it would be irrational to 
prohibit men fi'om enjoying the light and warmth 
of the natural sun until thoy had fii'st attained a 
high proficiency in astronomy, and were able to de- 
termine the movements and magnitudes of the remote 
planets and inferior satellites of the solar system. 
Neither do we, on the other hand, at all conceds 
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that tl 13 great fict may be confoutnlpd witli anv 
tLing cl m t!ie Di\iiie tc'tiniDny ri that Jt3 
splenc'or may le ^t all dimmialied by comparison 
Tvith any one or all other facts presented to the 
mind It stands alone in all its sublime grandeur, 
amid the revtlations of God There is nothing 
in leed, which may be justly compared with it AU 
other prjpos fions in Christianity are subor Jinate to 
this, and can be rendered ■visible only by the light 
which it eheda upon them. Allow me here to offer 
a few additional conisiderationa from the Scriptures, 
which will serve to give a just view of the position 
which this fact occupies in the Christian institution, 
1. The proposition which asserts it is a Divine 
Oracle, in a specific and peculiar sense, for U ir^aa 
anwmneed by the Father hmiscJf from heaven. It 
ia seldom, indeed, that God has directly addressed 
himself to men, and when He lays aside the ordi- 
nary methods of communication and presents him- 
self, as it were, in person, to speak to mortals, we 
may be sure the communication is one of the most 
transcendent importance. Such was the ease when, 
at the baptism of Jesus, in presence of the assembled 
multitude upon the banks of the Jordan, there came 
a voice from heaven, saying, "This is hy beloved 
Son." Such was also the case at the transfigura- 
tion, when the same declaration was repeated to the 
obosen disciples, in presence of Moses the giver, and 
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Elijah the restorer of the law, with the significant 
addition, "Hear te him." 

2. This pTopositiom is the rock upon tcMcJi Clirist 
himself declared he inould hrnld his diwrch. I refer 
here to Mutt. svi. 13-19, where we are told that 
Clirist, after inquiring what were the conclusions of 
the people in regard to him, and receiving, in reply, 
a statement of their various opinions, put to his own 
disciples the question, "But who say je that I am?" 
To this Peter promptly replied, " Thou art the Christ 
the Son of tho Living God." 

This is a most remai-kable passage, and is, of itself, 
quite sufficient to show the position which this 
declaration occupies. It was because Peter was the 
first to make this direct confession of Christ, that the 
Saviour honored him by conuaitting to him the heys 
of the Kingdom of Heaven; that is, the pri\-ilege 
of opening the gates of this kingdom to the Jews 
and also to tho Gentiles — an offi.ce which he fulfilled, 
as recorded in Acts, chap. ii. and x. This, of itself, 
indicates the high value attached to this declaration. 
But we are not left to judge of its importapce merely 
from the honor awarded to him who was the first to 
make it. Christ himself esprossly declares here, 
referring to Peter's confeBsinn of hie Divine sonahip, 
that iMion. this rock he ■would huild Itia church, and 
that against it, thus founded, the gates of death 
should not prevail. Now, it must ha evident t» 
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OTeiy mind, that the fottadatton of the churJi can 
be the vniy basis of Christian -anion Tlie church 
13 but the gencrtl assembly of aamt'f, anl the basis 
on which it leits must, ot necessity, be the ground 
of union and communnn of ito members And 
■whate¥er is a sufficient bisis for the whole church, 
must, of course, be suflicient for e'vch intlnidua,! 
member of thit churi-h Upoa thit habis they can 
be united together as a church ot Christ, and upon 
no other baaia. "Upon this rock," says Jesus, "I 
will build my church." "Other foundation can no 
man lay," says Paul, "than that which is laid, 
which is Jesus the Christ," who was announced in 
his divine and proper character in the above decla- 
ration. 

3. This is the "good confession" which Christ 
himself "witnessed" before his judges, and for which 
he was condemned to be crucified. I>uring his 
ministry, he had forbidden hia disciples to tell any 
one that be was the Messiah, reserving to himself to 
make this eonfeaaion at this awful moment, before 
the great tribunal of Israel. When all other evi- 
dence had feileJ his enemies, and he was adjured 
by the High Priest t« say if he was the Christ, the 
Bon of God, he replied in the Hebrew style of affirma- 
tion, "Thou hast said." "What further need," 
cried the High Priest, "have we of witnesses; be- 
hold wQ have heard hia blasphemy." And they 
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answered, " He is worthy of dcatli." Can any tiling 
more clearly display the true character of this great 
proposition, than the feet that Jesus thus honored 
it by dying for it? He was himself thus laid as the 
foundation comw-stone of the church of the Living 
God. 

4. But finally, it is abundantly evident from the 
Scriptures, that it was this very confession which 
was made by those who, during the ministry of the 
apo&tlea, were admitted to the institutions of the 
gnspei and the fellowship nf the church. I have 
already referred you to the discourses of the apos- 
tles, which have all thp s,ame object — to produce the 
belief, and, of course, the acknowledgment of this 
great fact. I need only refer again to the detailed 
case of the Ethiopian eunuch, who, after Jesus was 
preached lo him by Philip, demanded baptism. 
Philip said, " If thou believest with all thy heart, 
thou mayest." And he answered, "I believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God." We see, (hen, 
that as Christ declared he would build his church 
upon this rock, and was himself laid as its founda- 
tion-stone, BO the apostles and evangelists pro- 
ceeded to build upon this tried foundation, as living 
stones, those individuals who, through this simple 
iMth in Christ, were made alive (o God. 

From what I have already said, you will duubt- 
lesa fully comprehend our views of what cunbtitutes 
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the true basis of Christian union. A truth-loTing 
jnind is not disposed to cavil, and knows how to 
Belect the most favorable point of view from which 
to judge correctly of the questions at issue. 

Sectarians, however, are a race of cavilleTS. Party- 
ism narrows the mind and perverts its powers, so that 
ii becomes incapable of appreciating or even perceiv- 
ing the beauty or eicelleuce of truth. Self-satisfied 
and confident in its own infallibility, it has no love 
of progress, and desires no change, so that it neces- 
sarily opposes itself to any overture that can be made 
to heal the scandalous divisions that exist, and 
restore the original unity of the church. It will, 
doubtless, start many groundless objections to the 
above ba«a of union, which are unworthy of notice. 
There are some, however, sometimes presented, 
which, as they involve misrepresentations of our 
views, I will here briefly consider. Thus, it wilt 
sometimes be asked, Do you propose, then, to receive 
persons into the Christian Church upon a simple 
confession of their belief in Christ as the Messiah, 
the Son of God, without repentance or change of 
bcait, or even baptism ? Would you receive any one 
to communion with the church upon such a declara- 
tion, without any inquiries as to the sense which be 
attaches to the expression " Son of God," or in re- 
spect to his feeliugs and experience of the grace of 
God in his heart ? May you not thus receive and 
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fraternize with those who are Il^iiitarian or Sabellian 
ia iaith, or more formalists in practice ? 

As a general answer to all such, oly'cctions, I 
might say, tliat it is enough to know that any coojsb 
of procedure haa a Divine warrant, in order to adopt 
it witiout the slightest fear of any consetiueiioea 
which may ensue. But to be more p<irticular, I 
would say is regard to the reception of those who 
would attach a peculiar, or Unitai'ian sense to the 
■words of the above proposition, that such a perversion 
is a natural result of preconceived theories and spe- 
culations, which lead men to explain away the 
plainest statements of Scripture, or wrest them by 
specious glosses ; and that, since, according to the 
fundamental principles of this Reformation, all such 
speculations are to be abandoned, and the word of 
God itself is to be taken as the guide into all truth, 
there ja not the slightest room for apprehension. 
And this is, thus far, fully eon&med by our expe- 
rience ; for I presume there is not a religious body in 
Christendom, which renders a more true and just 
bonor to the Lord Jesus Christ, or receives with a 
more sincere faith, all that the Scriptures declare 
concerning him. With us, he is the Son of God, 
in the strict sense of these words. He is the "Word 
which was in the beginning, which was with God 
and was God : the Word by whom all things were 
made ; in whom was life, and who bectane flesh and 
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dwelt among men, revealing his glory — the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
He is the brightness of the Father's glory, and the 
express image of Lis person. In him dwellcth all the 
ftiUaesfi of the Godhead bodily. He is Immanuel, 
l3iod with us, who, having brought in an everlasting 
righteousness, and made an end of sin by the sacTiflce 
of himself; and iiaving for us triumphed over death 
and the grave, has been invested with all authority 
in heaven and in earth, and has taken his aeat at the 
right hand of the Majesty in the heavens, where he 
must reigtt until all his enemies are subdued, and 
from whence he shall come the second time, in his 
glory, with all the holy angels, to judge the world. 
In short, whatever character, ofB.ce or relation, is 
assigned to the Father, to the Son, or to the Holy 
Spirit, in the Sacred Scriptures, we most sincerely 
acknowledge in the full sense and meaning of the 
terms employed; and it is for the express purpose of 
seeuring the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, upon this most momentous subject, as well 
as upon al! others in religion, that we desire to ad- 
here to the exact language of the Bible, and repudiate 
all that scholastic jargon which theologians have 
presumed to substitute for the diction of the Holy 
Spirit, and which mystifies, perverts, dilutes, and en- 
feebles the sublime revelations of God. 

With regard to the other inquiry, respecting re- 
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pentaifce and a change of heart, we do certEunly 
expect every one who presents himself for admission 
into the church, to exhibit satisfactory evidences of 
both. By the word repentaiux we here imply much 
more fjiau a mere sorrow for sin, wMcli may often 
exist without producing any amendment of heart or 
life. Judaa is thus said to have "repented;" and 
persons are often, in this sense, sorry for their ac- 
tions, because they feel or fear the consequences 
which flow from tbem, or because of some transient 
and superficial impression, and not because they have 
realized the true nature of sio, the purity and per- 
fection of the Divine character, and their own un- 
worthiness. 

In the Greek of the New Testament, two different 
words, mefameloinai and metanoeo, or the noun mc- 
taitoia, are used to express these two different con- 
ditions; but, in the common version, these words are, 
unfortunately, always rendered "to repent," or ''re- 
pentance," so that the distinction which is made 
in the original, does not appear in the translation. 
Both these words occur in 2 Cor. vii. 10, which 
reads :—" For godly sorrow works repenta,nce to sal- 
vation not to be repented of." We have herj whj.t 
appears to be a play upon words, as Dr. George 
Campbell observes, which was far from the design 
of the apostle, who in the first part of the sentence 
uses the word melanoia, but at the close employs 



tie other expresaion. The former denotes not only a 
Borrow for sin, but such a conviction of its true na- 
ture as leads to amendment of life. The latter signi- 
fies merely that regret or uneasiness of mind which 
may exist without any change of conduct. The 
first involves both repentance, in this limited sense, 
and what we embrace in the word reformation j so 
that wo approach, perhaps aa closely as our language 
will admit, to the sense of the apoatle, by rendering 
tbe passage thus : " For godly sorrow works a rc/orma- 
tton unto salvation, not to be repented of." It is this 
most comprehensive expressiou which is employed by 
Peter, in Acts ii. 38, when, m addressing those wh( 
believed his annunciation of Jesus as the Messiah, 
and were pierced to the heart, he commanded them 
to "reform." And it U this sincere penitence, ac- 
companied by change of conduct, the proper fruit of 
reformation, which in our view constitutes the only 
true evangelical repentanre. Wc do not, however, 
imagine, as many seem to do, that the aiimer can, 
by this repentance, establish any claim, upon the 
Divine mercy ; neither do we suppose that by any 
sort of penance he may acquire merit in the sight of 
Heaven, or perform works of supererogation to be 
placed to tbe account of others. And we are just 
as far from believing that God is yet to be reconciled 
to the sinner, or that the prayers and tears and peni- 
tence which either the sinner, or others in his behalf, 
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may offer, can possibly render God more propitious, 
or more wOling to sa,ve. Wc do not take such a 
view of the gospel as to perceive any room whatever 
to call upon GOD to be reconeiled to men. On the 
contrary, wc regard the reconciliation as fully accom- 
plished on the part of QoA through the death of his 
Son, and that it ia JIIN who are now required to 
return to God, mho ia " in Ghrist reconciling the 
world unto himself." Hence says Paul, 2 Cor. v. 
20; "We are ambassadors for Christ: as though God 
did beseech you by us, we pray you in Christ's 
stead, be ye reconciled to God." There is not, indeed, 
a more unscriptural or anti-evangelical conception, 
than that the sinner can do any thing, either to 
atone for his own sins, or induce the Deity, by an 
act of special or extraordinary grace, to interpose in 
his behalf, and to renew his heart independent of the 
gospel. We have no fellowship with any theory 
which makes the word of God of no effect, or repre- 
sents God as requiring to be moved with greater 
love for man than that which he baa manifested in 
the gift of his Son; and we are accustomed to place 
far more reliance upon a willingness to hear and to 
obey the Lord's commandments, as an evidence of a 
change of heart, than upon all those dreams, visions, 
and animal excitements, on which many are taught 
to depend for the proof of their conversion. The 
heart is chafiged when we love God. It ia a Divine 
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no less prottable for reproof and correciion, than 
they are, in that of the true believer, for " instruction 



IV. Patriarchal, Jewish, and Christian In- 

STITUTIOKS. 

Having dwelt so long upon tie leading principles 
of the Eeformation, it will now suffice to present a 
very brief statement of tlie results proceeding from 
the practical application of these principles. Among 
the earliest of them was tte discovery that Chris- 
tianity is a distinct and peculiar institution, com- 
plete maUits parts, and rehiring no addition from 
anj/ systenj of religion previousli/ established. 

No clear and just distinctions bad heretofore been 
made between the d: 
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Bible ; but, on the contrary, sucli were the coafased 
notions of the religioua public, that Christianity was 
supposed to be merely an cmcndatjon of Judaism, as 
the latter was, in turn, regarded as an improvement 
upoa the more simple system of tie patriarchal age. 
In short, it was supposed that the Bible contained 
bat one religion; and it was usual to attempt to cover 
the confusion of thought and tbe praetical incompa- 
tibilities arising from this view, under the notion 
that this religion was presented in three dispensa- 
tions, each of which was a modification of the one 
that preceded it; and that in the form called Chris- 
tianity, we were to find, as it were, a mere change of 
external rites, or a substitution of one thing for an- 
other, without any i^dical or essential difference in 
principle, administration, or authority. 

Hence, in different parties, we have so much of 
Judaism incorporated with Christianity, from the 
external pomp of Temple-worship and the simulated 
robes of the Aaronic priesthood, to the more serious 
commixture of the discordant introductory principles 
— mere fleshly descent, and a living faith in Christ. 

It is not be denied, indeed, that tbe great princi- 
ples of religion and morality have been the same in 
all agea, and that the essential means of access to 
God and of acceptance with Him, have remained 
unchanged since the faith of Abel. But it is equally 
true, that for special purposes, connected with the 
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development of the Divine cliaracter and government, 
tliere have been catablislied, at different periods of 
the world's history, peculiar institutions, administra- 
tions, or economies, which, differing as they do in 
moat important particulars, it is essential to diatin- 
gnish from each other, in order to a just comprehen- 
Kon of any one of them. We recognise, then, aa 
remedial systema — 1st. The Pateiarchal insti- 
tution, which continued from the fall of Adam to 
the Divine miaaion of Mosea. 2d. The Jewish 
Religion, which remained in force firom Moses until 
the coronation of Jesus as Lord and Messiah; anil 
3d. The Christian economy, which continues 
from that time to the present, and is never to bo su- 
perseded by any other. 

The Patriarchal institutions of religion were 
adapted to the early period of the world. The head 
of the family was its officiating priest; religious 
knowledge rested upon tradition, with special revela- 
tions to those who were distinguished for their faith 
and piety. This ago had, accordingly, its own pro- 
portion of Divine truth ; its own special promises ; 
its peeuhar fi«th ; and its appropriate religious 
rites. 

The Mosaic system, also, had its own specific pur- 
poses to Bubaerve. It was a theocracy; a peculiar 
form of government; a civil polity, as it contained 
the poltlical regulations of an entire nation : yet it 
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waa, at the same time, a reUijion,* embodjiug in ita 
precepts, and shadowing fortli in the yarious types 
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gion." In Poura view, then, Judaiam wrs a distinct religiou 
ti<im Christian 117. 
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Ilia Epistles to the Ilebrewa and Galatians, should 
be fully undcrstoocl and acknowledged ; and that 
the simple gospel of Christ should be freed from the 
corrupting adinisture of Judaigin, with which it is 
Btill contaminated in tlie minds of so many of the 
religious public ! 

V. Commencement op the Christian Cuurch. 

The same obscurity which has rest«d upon the 
landmarks of the various Divine institutions of 
which we have spoken, has naturally enveloped, also, 
the origin of the Christian Church. Some suppose 
its fonndation to have been laid in el«mity; others, 
concluding to await the creation of man, mate Adam 
its first member ; others postpone it to the days of 
Abraham ; and not a few mate it coeval with Moses, 
To any one, however, who will tmst the Scriptures 
upon the subject, nothing can be plainer than that 
the Christian Church commenced its formal existence 
on tbs day of Pentecost which immediately suc- 
ceeded Christ's ascension into heaven. I need here 
only notice some of the scriptures from which this if 
abundantly evident. 

In the first place, in order to show that it did not 
originate before Christ's persona! ministry, it will be 
sufficient to quote the express language of Christ 
himself, who, in reference to Peter's acknowledgment 
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that he was tho Messiah, says : " On this roct I will 
build my charch." He here uses the future tense — 
" I laiU build." So that the church was not yet 
founded upon this rock, its only true foundation. 
Christ himself, indeed, became the chief corner-stone 
of this spiritual edifice, which is said to rest also 
upon his apostles and prophets, who were the earliest 
members and supports of the church. 

There are, indeed, some passages which seem to 
imply that the church had already an existence 
during the ministry of Christ on earth. These 
must, however, in harmony with others ■which are 
more definite, and with the facts of the ease, be un- 
derstood as spoken prospectively ; of which style we 
have various examples, as, for instance, in the insti- 
tution of the Lord's Supper, in which Christ speaks 
of Ms blood as shed, before the event actually oc- 
curred. It is true that the body, so to speak, of 
ihe church, was prepared during Christ's ministry; 
Wid this body was, on the day of Pentecost, quick- 
ened by the impartation of the Holy Spirit, just aa 
God first formed the body of Adam, aud afterward 
" breathed into his nostrils the breath of life." Just 
so, also, in the types of the Jewish religion, the 
tabernacle and the temple were first prepared, and 
then the Shekinah or Divine Presence took up his 
abode in them as the necessary eauction, without 
which all their religious ministrajions would have 
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been unacceptable and mvalid It m" nnt until 
every thin:; was finmlied, and tte irk of tbe Lord 
placed btneath the chcruhimt, thit Are descended, 
from heaven to consume the iiffpred lacnfice, and 
that the glory ot tiie Lord filled the temple * With- 
out the presence of the Holy Spirit, the Church of 
Christ could have no life, nor power to exeicise ita 
functions, nor could it be recognised aa distinctly 
and foiToally efebliahed in the world. Hence the 
disciples were cominanded to "tarry at Jerusalem" 
until they should he "endued with p&trer from, on. 
'kigh,"'\ and they were then to proceed to jffeach the 
gospel among all nations, "heginning at Jerusalem." 
This was in accordance with the prophecies of Isaiah 
and of Mioah, that " out of Zion should go forth the 
law, and the word of the Lord from Jeru8alem."J 
So that we have thus distinctively fised both the 
place and the time at which the Christian institution 
should commence. It was then and there only that 
all things were prepared. Christ had there offered 
himself aa a saerifice for the sins of the world, and 
had thenee ascended into the true holy place, to ap- 
pear in the presence of God, where, having been 
exalted and crowned "a Prince and a Saviour, to 
grant repentance and remission of sins," and having, 
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also, received of tie Fatter the promised Holy 
Spirit, he communicated, upon that eventful day, 
those gifts and life-giving energies to his waiting dis- 
ciples, by which the church was quickened into 
being, and enahleJ to assume, for the first time, its 
distinct and appropriate character and functions. 
Hence thousands were on this day converted, as 
related in the second chapter of Acts ; and it is in 
the close of this same chapter that we, fw Ute first 
time, find the church distinctly spoken of as an ex- 
isting institution. "The Lord," we are told, "added 
dwly to tfc cfturcft such as were saved " 

We find, then that the three things reqwired in 
order to the eatabbshment of the Chnbtiin Church 
were all present upon the day (f Pentecost referred 
tfl, and at no antecedent penod A body of disciples 
was then piepar(,d The Lord Mlssi ih h-ivmg hum- 
bled himselt to the death of the eriss, was then 
exalted, and glorihed '»nd constituted head ever all 
things to his church, "which is hisl odj, the fulness 
of him who filleth ill m aU. ' And, Kstly, this glo- 
rious head then imjarted to this body that Holy 
Spirit whieh he himself received of the Fither, in 
order that his chunh might bo thus fitted to dis- 
charge its aopropnate fucffions tnd that its mem- 
bers might be nil animated bj one Spiiit, and be 
thereby united to each other and to frod, through 
him. Thus, as the mission of Jesus was to the Jews 
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that of tie Holy Spirit was to the church,* and that 
of the churcli to the world.f 

We fioil, further, that ihc first Christian Cbwrch 
was that at Jeruaalem; so that aa the spiritual Je- 
rusalem is the "mother" of all believers, tlie literal 
Jerusalem is tlie mother of all the cturches of Christ 
on earth ; and the pretensions of the Roman hier- 
archy, based upon the antiquity of the church after- 
ward founded at Home, are false and unfounded, as 
they are arrogant and presumptuous. 

VI. The Action and Design op Baptism. 



The originators of the present religioi 
were, all of them, from Pedobaptist parties. They 
were united together aa a distinct society, for the 
purpose of effecting Christian union, upon the prin- 
ciples which I have laid before you, and had been 
thus engaged for a considerable time before their 
attention was especially called to the subject of bap- 
tism. The question was at length brought up by a 
•, who expressed a doubt aa to the lawfulness 



•Jesns anya to his disciples: "I will praj the Pniher and 
lie shall give roD another Comforter— oveD the Spirit of Truth, 
Khom the imrld eaHnuI receive." Ji.hn xiv. If i av. 26. 

t "Ye aro the salt of the earlh." "Ye are the light of the 
norld." Matt, v. " The houae of God, which is tho church of 
tlie iiving God, the pillar and sappoct of th« timth." I Tim. iii. IS. 
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of infent baptism, inasmueh as lie could find Eeithet 
precepi nor precedent for it in the Scriptures. To 
this it was replied, that if the practice liad not a Di- 
vine warrant, they would be obUged to reLnquish it, 
as, according to their principles, ttey could regard 
nothing as a matter of faith or duty, for which there 
could not be produced clear scriptural evidence. 
Soon after, it was again objected, that there could be 
found no Kvine authority for the rites of sprinkling 
or pouring, as modes of baptism, since the word bap- 
tism itself, as well as the language in connection 
with it, and all Ihe circumstances attending the re- 
corded baptisms of the New Testament, evidently 
indicated that an immersion in water was the action 
originally known as baptism. Upon this, the society 
immediately entered upon an examination of the 
whole subject; and, after a careful investigation, 
continued for a number of months, it was finally 
decided that there was not to be found in the Bible 
the slightest authority for the baptism of any one 
who was not a believer ; and that an immersion in 
water was evidently the action ori^nally indicated 
by the l«rm, and practised by primitive Christians. 
Such conclusions, under the circumstances of the 
case, opposed, as they were, to the previous views 
and practices of those concerned, and to the popular- 
ity of the cause in which they were engaged, will 
weigh not a little with the candid and reflecting, aa 
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additional evidence of tlie force of truth, and the 
fiitility of those customs which, from tradition, con- 
venience and camaJity, have heen substituted for 
the ordinance of Christian baptism. The viewa 
thus adopted were immediately put into practice, 
and have continued unchanged to this day— frequent 
discussion and the severest scrutiny haying only 
tended to confirm and extend them. 

It would be quite unnecessary for me to present 
to you here the scriptunil evidences to show either 
that a believer is a proper subject for baptism, or 
that immeraon is baptism. No Pedobaptist autho- 
rity ever denied either of these propositions. On 
the contrary, they are both universally admitted to 
be true, and the whole controversy has been upon 
the quealiona, whether infants, who are incapable of 
believing, are fit subjects; and whether sprinkling, 
pouring, anointing, or any other action than an im- 
mersion in water, may be justly considered as a 
literal and true baptism ? It belongs to those who 
teke the affirmative of these questions, to prove 
them. This they have often attempted to do, but 
with what success I must leave you to judge. 
Suffice it to say, that the Church of Home claims to 
have delivered infant baptism as a tradition to Pro- 
testants, and candid Pedobaptist Protestants admit 
that the practice rests wholly on church authority, 
and confess themselves nnabie to bring any direct 
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Bcriptural evidence in support of it.* Of course, aa 
we deny that mere tradition, or any assumed oliurck 
authority, is a proper foundation on which, to build 
reli^oua institutions, we can tave nothing whatever 
to do with tlic practices in question. 

*A3 ona among many ovidencea that candid Pcdoboptista 

evidenoe in support of infant baptism, wo present the following 
eitiaet ttom the Augnat number of tlie North Brkish Review, 
a most able work, oondnoted, we beliere, by Sir Uavid Brewster, 
the EOn-in-law of Sr. Chaloiors, and ofhers. In Ihia extract, 
infant baptiam is aclinowledged to real on chnrch authoritj- 
alone, which was also tlie view of Coleridge ; and allhoagh thia 
foundation may be aatistnotory to Iboae who believe that the 
churob has power to alter Chriefa insUWtions, or lo establish 
new religious rites, it leaves infant baptism without any sup- 
port whatever, in the view of true Protestanfa, who will admit 
no authority in religion but the word of God :— 

" The baptismal service is founded on Scripture, bat ita appli- 
cation to an unconaoious infant is destitute of any express 
eeripWral warrant Scripture knows nothing of the bspUam of 
infante. There is absolutely not a single trace of it to be found 
in the New Teataraont. Tliere are passages which may be re- 
oonciled with it, if the practice can only be proved to have ex- 
isted, but there is not one word which asserts its existence. 

"Baptiam appears in the New Testament avowedly aa the 
rite whereby converts were incorporated into the Christian 
Booiety : the burden of the proof ia entirely on those who affirm 
its applicability to those -whose minds are ineapable of any con- 
Boiona act of faith. 

"Tha truth, then, is clear. The language ot Seriptuto re- 
garding baptism, implies the spiritual act of Ss-ilh in the reoi- 
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I wish, lioirCTer, to call your attention for a mo- 
ment, to the aspects of this matter, ns it stands 
related to Christian union. Apart from the intrinsio 
merits of the questions which respect baptism itself, 
it will be seen that in adopting the action of immer- 
Bion, which all grant to be valid baptism, and in 
admitting the believer, who is allowed by all to be a 
proper subject, we offer no impediment whatever to 
Cliristiaii union. We introduce no litigated or doubt- 
ful questions ; we adopt that in which all are already 
agreed; wo require no one to act contrary to tho 



pienta. When infant baptism is now apofcen or li n a y 
modification must aoeordingly ba rando in apr'jins langosge 

d by ptnre eoaceming spiritual baptJBm nlj Inexlr 
oabl I ion has been the inevitabla flonseqn n e whan 

[jn ua » ed of adults, oT persons possessed f nt 11 g n 
and p 1 1 of spiritual nets, wns gratuitously applied to un 
fanis; and it cannot be a mailer for nondsr, that & 
totally n w conception of tha ordinance should hare baen 
ted bj euch a perversion. So great was the difficulty fait 
to be by Luther, irho retained infant baptism, and aaaumedthat 
the lunguitBe used of bapHsm in Soripture applifd to the hap- 
tiiod infant^ that in order to fence out priestly superstition, ho 
Imagined that Qod, who bostowed regeneration, bestowed, also, 
by a direct mirncuious act, that intelligent faith which tha 
spiritual nature of Christianity denianded. Our age is not 
likely to aequiasce in such a resolution, but it bears wilnesa to 
the just perception which Lutber had of the impossibility of 
»ppljiflg to infants, without a modification somewhere, Hm 
tcriploral language regarding baptism." 



Goo;(le 
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dictates of au enlightened conBcicuce ; we doraand 
nothing more than what the word of God clearly and 
unequivocally enjoina. In thia point of view, iheo, 
the position which the Kefonnation haa assumed 
upon thia aubject, 13 eminently anti-sectarian and 
conciliatory. 

Nor, if we may regard tlie plain declarations of 
Scripture as worthy of universal acceptation, or the 
popular creeds as fair exponents of tlie views of the 
different religious parties, are we less catholic in the 
sentiments which we hold in regard to the design of 

To the believing penitent, we regard it as an 

* It caDnot bo denied tbat Peter, od tbe du; of Pentecost, com- 
manded tbe belierin^ peniteotB to be baptised for the romiEsion 

and wash nvay thy sins/' nor Lbat tbe some conneotiQii betn^en 
baptiem and ccmiEsion Is assBitcd ia msti; paxte oC Scripture, 
fiettbar can it be denied iJiat the Episcopal Churob, in ita 
larger creed, puts into tbe mouth of the believer these words i 
"I aofcnowledge one baptism for the remiesion of sinsi" nor 
tlmt in ila 27th Article [oa baptism) it says : 

"Baptism is not only a sign of profceaion and marlt of diSer- 
6nc8, whereby Christian men aie discerned from others that 
■re not ehristened; but it is also a sign of regeneration or new 
birtii, whereby, as by an instrnment, tboj that receive hsptiem 
rightly, are grafted into the church, and the promisee of tbe 
forgiveness of sins, aud of our adoption to be the eons of Ciod 
by the Holy Spirit, are vinibli/ limned and ttaled." 

Keither eon it be denied, that in the praelical application of 
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I of actual forgiveness, or, aa clearly ex- 
preaeed in tlie Westminster Confession, "a siijn, and 
seai of remission of eius." It ia, then, to the be- 
liever, tiie sign^ evidence, or assurance of pardon, and 



Ih m 1 forbaplism: 

B 1 a, ye bear, in thia gnspcl, Hio ciprcss nords of oar 
Sa. ur Ch ist, that, except n. man be born of water and of tha 
Sp 1 he innot enter into the kingdom of God. 'Whotebj je 
majpe ve the great neeeasity of this SMrament, nhero it 
may be hal. Litewiae, immediately before bis ascension into 
hea n (e ne read in (bo last chapter of Saint iUarb,) he gave 
mm nd to his disciplos, saying. Go ye into all the world and 
P a h h gospel to erory ereatnre. He that believetb and la 
b p d hall be saved; but he that believetb not shall be 
dam 1 which also aboweth unto us Oie great benefit we reap 
tb I y 1 or which cause, SL I'oter, the apostle, when upon 
b G p caching of the gospel, many were pricked at the 
hearty and aoid to him and the rest of the apostles, Men and 
brethren what shall we do? replied and said unto them, Eepent 
and be baptiied every one of yon fop the remission of sins, and 
je shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost; for tho promise ia 
(0 jon unj to year children, and to all tbat are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our God shall call. And with many otbei 
words exhorted he them, saying. Save yonreolves from this un- 
toward generation. For, as the same apostle teatiflelh in ano- 
ther place, even baptism dolh now save as, (not the putting 
away of the filth of the Sesh, but the answer of a good con- 
science toward God,) by the resnrrocaon of Jesus Christ. 
Doubt ye not, [herefcre, but earnestly believe Ihat he will 
fevorably receive these present persons, truly repenting, and 
coming oulo him by faith, that he will graat them remission 
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not tie procuring cause of pardon. This is a dia- 
tinetion which it ia important to make, since tho 
Tery Bame language is used La refarence to the de- 
wgn of Christ's sacrifice. He says himself, "thia is 

of their Eine, nnd bestow upon tbem tlis Hoi; OhoBt ; Saai, ha 

Nor in it to he deniei), that th» WestmiDster ConfeEsion of 
Faith expreaeee itsulf to the same effect, ae fDllons: 

"Baptism ia a Baciament of the Ke>? Teatiiment, ordained 
h; JcBua Christ, not odIj for the solemn admission of the put; 
haptiaed into the Tiaible chnrch j hat also to ha unto him a 
ai^a and teal of the covenant of grace, of his engra.fling into 
Christy of regenaration, ofToniteion of sins, and of hia giving 
Dp unto God, through Jesus Christ, lo walk in newness of life ; 
which sacrament is, by Christ's own oppointment, lo be con- 
IJnuad in hia church until the end of the worlii." 

Nor, finally, can Lt be controverted, that while the Methodiat 
Diseipline adopts, in aabslance, the Epiacnpsl form, the Eap- 
tiet creed saya ! 

by Jeaua Chriat, to be unto the party bsptijed a sign of his 
fcDowship with him in his death and resariecljon; of his being 
engrafted into him; 0/ remission of sijit, and of his giving up 
unto God, through Jesas Christ, to lire and walk In newness 
of life." 

But I need not multiply quotations from the Scriptures, lo 

the deplnration of Christ in John iii. 5. Neither is it necessary 
for me lo make further estraets from the creeds to show thai 
they d« most unequivocally ocknoirlodgc the same truths. 
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aacrifice of Christ ia the procuriTiff cauae of our ^al 
vation, it is through faith, repentance, and baptism 
that the einner finds access to that satnliGe and 
that be may heaee be said to believe unto salvatun, 
or to bo baptized for the remission of Bins, as the 
means of attaining to the actual andpeisonal enjoy 
m.eKt of the salvation purchased by tlie death of 
Christ? All these means of enjoyment are ne 
ceasary, but each in its proper place and order, and, 
among them, baptism is especially distinguished as 
the remitting ordinance, or formal pledge of pardon 
— a position which, from its symbolic and emblem- 
atic oharaeter, it is so eminently fitted to occupy. 
Thus it is called the "washing of regeneration," 
through which we are introduced into the kingdom 
of God, and wo are said to be "buried with Christ 
by baptism into death," to bo "baptized info Christ's 
death," &c. The simple fact that we put on Christ 
in baptism, ia abundantly sufficient to show that we 
must find in it a pledge of pardonj for be who puts 
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<in or receiver Chri''t n uat !ao receive bia 6<>h ition 
No one can be in Chnst ind in his s na at the same 
time. "If iny man le m Chri'it, he i^ a new 
creataro: oil thmgs are passed away behold all 
things are hecome new It la m immersnn ac 
cordingly, that the penitent heliiuer puts off the 
hody of the Bins tf the fle«h and becomes a par 
taker of the benefits of thi, death of Lhn*<t and it is 
in it also that he is raised again with Mm "to walk 
in newness of life." 

It must be acknowledged, however, that while we 
thua most cordially assent to what both the Scrip- 
tures and tie creeds expressly say, that baptism is 
for the remission of sins, the sects at present exist- 
ing (if we except, perhaps, the Episcopal) do by 
no means assent to it, and, upon this subject, believe 
neither the Scriptures nor their own creeds. This 
seems to be owing chiefly to the fact, that a par- 
ticular tbeory of spiritual operations, which has 
gradually almost entirely monopolized the minds of 
the Protestant community, makes the assurance of 
pardon to rest on certain feelings, or upon what are 
thought to be supernatural visions, or special spiri- 
tual communications. The attempt is thus made to 
transfer the office of baptism, as the remitting ordi- 
nance, to vague, emotional, or mental impressions; 
and to effect this purpose, the connection of baptism 
with the remiseion of uns is totally denied; nor ia 
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there a single individual in any of these parties, who 
J3 tauglit to regard baptism practicaU^, aa a pledge 
or a^urance of pardon. 

It is greatly to be deplored, that a mere theory 
of conyersion shoald have so engrossed the attention 
of the religious world, and that it should have exer- 
cised 80 deleterious an infiuenoe upon the minds of 
the unconverted, as to lead them to neglect and dis- 
parage positive Divine institutions, and the appointed 
means through which the assurance of pardon ia 
actually bestowed. Nevertheless, we would not, by 
any means, desire to underrate the importance of the 
work of the Holy Spirit,^ or of a change of heart. 
No one can be bom again, unless he is bom of 
Spirit as well as of water, and no one can enjoy the 
remission of sins who is not thus regenerated; but 
we cannot consent that the peculiar object or purpose 
aaagned to baptism in the Scriptures should be 
transferred to any internal operations or feelings, with- 
out Divine authority. In the present instance, the 
Soriptures do, in various forms of speech, assert the 
connection between baptism and remission, but they 
nowhere teach that any menial impressions, visions, 
or extraordinary visitalionSj are to be regarded as 
evidences of pardon ; nor is it anywhere said, that 
men are to receive the Holy Spirit for the remissiov 
of dm. This brings me, however, to the considera- 
tion of spiritual influence, which is nest ia order. 
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Vn. The Agency of the Holy Spirit is Con- 

TEESION AND SaDCTIFICATION. 

The chief cause of misapprelienHion in regard to 
Bpiritual iiiflueiice, JB, as it appears Ui me, to be found 
in the fact, that most persons confound the agency 
of the Spirit in the conversion, of the sinner, with 
tlie influence he eserte as indmUKr/^ in the heart of 
ike believer. Honce the vague and unacriptural no- 
tion, that the Spirit may be received before faith, 
and that faith itself is something wrought in tho 
heart by a special and supernatural operation of the 
Spirit. This, indeed, seems to he, with many, tL.e 
beginning and the end of all spiritual influeace, and 
tliey depend, accordingly, upon certain mental or 
emotional impressions, of wliith they have once 
been the subjects, for their evidence of converaion, 
their assurance of pardon, tlieir means of sanctifica- 
tjon, and their hope of heaven. 

We regard, however, the oonveraioa of the sinner 
and the sanctification of the believer, as distinct 
matters, accomplished, indeed, by the same Spirit, 
but in a different manner, and from a widely differ- 
ent position. Wo conceive tho Holy Spirit fn stand 
to the sinner in a relation very distinct from that in 
which he stands fo him who is a member of the 
family of God. With the former, he is an outward 
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witness for tlic trutli; but the lattor "taa tlie wit- 
ness in himjieJ/." To tlic firat he is an unknown 
visitant or stranger; to the last, he is an indwelliug 
and eherished guide. To the Binner, he is as the 
rain which falls upon the surface of the earth to 
Eoft-en and subdue : f« the believer, he is as a foun- 
tain from ■within, springing up unto eyerlasting life. 
In short, to tring the matter at once to issue, we 
deny that there is any scriptural authority for the 
notion that tie unbeliever, or man of the world, can 
receive the Spirit of God. We hold this dogma to 
be in direct oppc«ition to the Kvine testimony, since 
Chriet himself declares to his disciples that he would 
pray the Father, and He would give to thorn anotier 
Comforter, "even the Spirit of Titith," continues 
he, "whom the world cannot receive-" (John 
xiv. H.) 

That which is pure, must he received into a pure 
vessel; and it is not until the heart is "purified hy 
faith," that the Holy Spirit may enter to dwell 
therein. This is the view everywhere given in the 
Scriptures. Peter said to the believing penitents on 
the day of Pentecost, "Reform and be baptized for 
the remission of sins, and you shall [then] receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit." Paul wrote to tho 
Ephesians, "in Christ ye also trusted, after that ye 
heard tho word of truth, the gospel of your salva- 
tion, in whom, also, after that ye hcUeved, ye were 
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sealed with that Holy Spirit of promiae, wliich is 
the earnest of our inheritance ." And also to the 
Galatians: ^'Because ye ore, sons, Cod hath sent 
forth the Spirit of his Son into jour hearts, crying 
Abba, Father." It is, on the other hand, nowhere 
stated that the Holy Spirit was givm to any one lo 
make him. a hehever, or a child of God. 

But you may asli, is not every convert bom of the 
Spirit F Mu^t not evtry one he regtni-rated before 
entering the kingdom cf heaven? True, but being 
" Jwn. of the Spint, ' or regenerated, ind n-cpiiing 
the Spirit, are matters quite different No one can 
be bom by receii mg the Spiiit No oue can be 
born of any thing that he rui.iBes, for the simple 
reason that he must bo fir'st bom before he ean 
receive any thing Hence the Scriptures siy that 
the Spirit is qihen to those who "are sona " How, 
then, yon wiU inquire, is an individual " bom of the 
Spirit?" In order to comprehend this, we must be 
careful to maintain consistency in our interpretation 
of the figure, and must remember that, in the Scrip- 
tures, comparisons aje employed with the utmost 
suitableness and accuraey, in illustration of the par- 
ticular points to which they are apphed. 

The figure of a gptrituai birth is drawn from a 
natural or literal birth; a rs-generation from a gene- 
ration. Hence, in all leading points, a just re- 
semblance must be preserved between the fact and 
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the figure. This we find, acoordinglj, in the lan- 
guage which, the Scripture uses wherever this striking 
figure is introduced. James says, "God, according 
to hia own will, hath begotten ns hy the word of 
truth." Peter aaya, we are "regenerated, not of 
corruptible seed, but iccorruptible, even of the word 
of God, which lives and abides for ever." Paul 
says to the Corinthians: "Though ye have ten 
thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not 
many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I have begotten 
you through the gospel." And John says: "Who- 
soever believcth that Jems is the Christ, is begotten 
[born] of God." It is the gospel, then, which con- 
stitutes the incorruptible seed of which the children 
of God are bom; as in the parallel figure of the 
sower, (Matt, siii.,) it is the gospel of the kingdom 
which is sown by the Son of man, and which, faOing 
into good and honest hearts, brings forth abundant 
fruit to God. To believe that great projKailaon, 
that Jesus is the Christ, b, in John's expressive lan- 
guage, to be "begotten of God." It is thus with 
this sublime proposition and its proofs, as we formerly 
stated, that God first ineeis the sinner. In a word, 
it is the gospel that is received by the sinner, and 
not the Holy Spirit. Yet if he receive that gospel, 
spoken by the apostles in words inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, preached by them "with the Holy 
Spirit Bent down from heaven," and "confirmed by 
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demnn tra on'j of tip '^p t and f jxw r he a 
jualj K d t. le ico- t n f C 1 or f the 
Sp r t through he w rd f truth an 1 when at 
bia J apt &m he comes forth from the w ter as tr m 
the w mb the figure of regenent on s omplete 
he s born of water ind Sf r t *■ he s bom ag( n 
from above Be ng thus bom from nbo e ho a 
prepared to r«?e e that Sp r t ot ad jt n th t Holy 
Spirit or Comforter, which God bestows upon all his 
children, and which becomes to them an interDal 
indwelling witness, and an earnest of their eternal 
inheritance, and produces in them, through its sanc- 
tifying influences and those nf the truth it has re- 
vealed, the precious fruits of luve, joy, peace, and 

The communication of the Holy Spirit may, then, 
be justly regarded as the great end of the n 
tion of the gospel. Unless the Holy Spirit bi 
ceived and enjoyed, aU faith, all forms, all profest 



placed in this oi 
tioDei lasl, siroe immersioo follows, in ordor of time, the 
eplrltnal inlluenee of the gospel. A moment's roaoetJOD, how- 
ever, -will show that this is the proper order, and the one 
actually most appropriate from the nature of the figqro. A 
child, literally, miisl be lorn of iu iiwfier, lefon it tan U laid 
to be bom of iii father, and such is prociaely the order of ennn. 
cUdoa oliseTTed in tlie figtire. 
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are alike nugatory and vain. "If any man liavo 
not the Spirit of Olirist, he ia none of his," and con- 
eeqnently can Lavo no heirship with him; no son- 
ship to God; no earnest of a future inheritance. 
The possession of the Spirit ia indeed the very evi- 
dence of aonship, and the proof that the gospel liaa 
been truly helieved. 

Nor is this enjoyment of the Holy Spirit mo- 
mentary or transient in its nature, as many seem to 
thinl:: who mistake for it those OTanesccnt escitc- 
ments of feeling which may attend conversion. The 
Comforter is to abide ivith the Christian for ever, 
and the latter is hence tanght to seek "the supply 
of the Spirit of Christ;" to ask, that he may receive; 
to seek, that he may find; to knock, that it may ho 
opened to him. "For if you, being evil," said 
Christ to the disciples, "know how to give good 
gifts to your ebildren, how much more shall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask bim." The graces and the blessedness of the 
Christian are alike " fruits of the Spirit." The peaee 
of God which passctb all understanding, and which 
keeps bis heart and mind; the joy that animates, 
and the love which warms his soul, are inward feel- 
ings or emotions which must be produced by tbo 
presence of the Divine Spirit, no less than those 
outward works of piety and humanity which the 
gospel enjoins. The true kingdom of God, in thort, 



80 sar\ctPLE3 op the reforjiation 

18 within the heart and cons ts □. t ^h e usnesa, 
peace, and j y a the H ly Sj r 

This, I ires ne a a ffi ent espl n t on four 
Tiews npon the snbje t legitimitdy before f That 
there are var a hatdtles and h ndrances which 
often prevent the ^o?i el trom reach n^ the heirt of 
the sinner and that there are on the other hand, 
Tarious agenc e m n st r al an I prov ien al hu 
man and Div nc general inl spec il wh ch tend to 
remove these Ista le'i and ih s enable the gosjol 
to exert its power we freelj adm t \.nd hence it 
is necessary t seek thes af,enc ea and proper to 
expect that God w 1! n an w t [ rtyer cause his 
word to he glorilied n the nnvcr on of those in 
whose behalt t s our duty and out pr v lege to ask 
his gracioui nterpo n 

Nor do we deem it at all nece^ary that any con- 
troversy should es tt Vf th regird to the nat re or 
mode of act on of those influenceo wh ch promote 
conversion C rta n t a thit the same reaalt will 
bo effected f the e nfluPnces mer Ij remove the 
impediments of gnonnce nattention and love of 
the world, or any others wh ch may 1 atr ct the 
action of the gospel, as f they w ro to g ve such 
increased power and efficiency to the o p tself, as 
to enable it to break through and overcome theae 
olratacles. If, as Paul intimates ( C r v 3, 4,) 
" the god of this world blinds by its perishing things 
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tie minds of those wto believe not, lest the light of 
the glorious gospel of Ctriat shoald shine unto 
ttem,"* certainly those agencies which, would simply 
remoye the obatrnetions he interposes, would enable 
the light of the gospel to reach the heart of the sin- 
ner jnst as effectually as would an iaerease of light 
sufficient to penetrate these obstructions. It is not 
necessary that the light of the sua be increased a, 
thousandfold in order that it may pierce the clouds 
that intercept it: all that is needed is, that these 
clouds be remOTed, when his beams will at once illu- 
minate and warm whatever is thus exposed to them. 
To say that the gospel requires s^ positive addition 
of power to enable it to reach the heart, is to say 
that it is really deficient in power. But does not 
its power consist in the love of God which it reveals ? 
How, then, could its power be augmented, unless by 
the addition of new facts, and nobler or more attrac- 
live views of Grod? But the gospel can receive no 
Huch addition, and consequently no increase of power. 
It is already "the power of God," and they who 
imagine it to have received additional power ia their 
own esperience, are unable to mention a single new 
fact or idea from which such additional power could 
be derived. But, as said before, it is quite un- 
necessary that any controversy should esiat on the 

■ Mwknight'j version. 
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subject of converting influence. All should be con- 
tent to preach the gospel and prayerfully commit the 
event to God, confident that though even a, Paul 
may plant and an Apollos water, it is IIo alone that 
^vetb the increase. As well might husbandmen 
neglect to bow their fields in order to debate with 
each other their respective theories in regard to the 
mode in which the seed is made to vegetate, as la- 
borers of the Divine " husbandry," instead of preach- 
ing the gospel, occupy themselves with unprofitable 
discussions as to the vwde in which God is pleased 
to render his word effective to salvation. We depre- 
cate, therefore, the adoption of any theory upon this 
subject, and desire only to urge the claims of the 
gospel, aa, at least, the only revealed instrumentality 
through which the Spirit of God accomplishes the 
conversion of the sinner. What influences he may 
exert in aid of the gospel, and in what particular 
manner the heart is "opened" for its reception, wo 
regard as questions entirely subordinate, and as mat- 
ters of opinion about which men may differ, without 
any just cause or occasion of disunion. 

We deem it unfortunate, however, that any senti- 
ments should gain currency in reference to this matter, 
which either, on the one hand, tend to depreciate and 
render ineffectual the wird of God; or, on the other, 
to represent God as a mere inactive spectator of the 
s of the gospel. The Spirit of God is not to 
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be separated from the word; neither is tto word to 
be separated from tlic Spirit, in the great work of 
man's salvation. TSie former view opens the door 
to wild enthusiasm and every species of delusion; 
while the latter leads to a cold, abstract, undevotional 
philosophy, under whose influence true heartfelt re- 
ligion declines and perishes. That men are "rege- 
nerated by the incorruptible seed of tbe word," and 
sanctified "through the truth," the Scripture dis- 
tinctly affirms; as it does, also, that it is "the Spirit 
that quickeneth," and that Christians are God's 
"workmanship, created in Cbrist Jesus unto good 
works." It sboiild be sufficient for all reverently to 
believe these revealed truths, without presuming to 
theorize and dogmatize in regard to the particular 
mode in which cither the word or the Spirit accom- 
plishes tbe Divine purpose. 



Tin. "Weekly Communion. 

Ab we read in the Scriptures, that "on the first- 
day of the week the disciples came together to break 
bread;" and as the records show that it was the in- 
Tariable custom of tho early Christians to com- 
memorate the deatli of Christ on every first-day of 
the week, we conceive that this order should be 
carefully maintained and attended to by all the 
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point. The fundamental principles of Prof^alant- 
ism, and the common Christianity of the religions 
world furniah, indeed, a present haaia for tlie co- 
operation of all; and nothing is needed, with the 
Divine blessing, but the proper application of .these 
principles, and the disentanglement of this common 
OhristianJty from the perplexed maze in which it is 
inYolved. 

And oh! how desirable is a real Christian union 
in view of the present circnmstaacca and future 
prospects of the church and the world. In the pre- 
sent rapid movementfi of society; in the spread of 
civilization; the increasing intercourse and fraterni- 
Katiou of mankind; the opening of every region of 
the earth to missionary enterprise, and the manifest 
approach of the great day in which the Lord shall 
come to be "glorified in hia saints," and to take 
vengeance on those "who know not God and obey 
not the gospel," how important that believers should 
present an unbroken front, and maintain that unity, 
without which, the conversion of the world and the 
perfection of the ohuroh, would seem to bo alike 
impossible 1 

THE END. 



i,Gooi^[c 



